
Councilor Gerly Adrien 
Statement on Saturday, September 19, 2020 
City Council Department Budget Meetings 
 
My statement on why I am not physically attending the City Budget Meeting today. 
 
I will always put my health and my family's health first. For the last two months, I have 
reached out to all City Council Leadership about my concerns for in-person meetings esp. 
when Everett is a high-risk city for COVID-19. For personal reasons, I have chosen not 
to risk my family's health when I live with high-risk health matters. This is the third in-
person meeting where the councilors sat together in a closed space (the two other 
meetings they had no masks on this week). Since we like to ask people of color or 
marginalized people that we need proof, please assure I got a doctor’s letter and have 
screenshots of the councilor practicing this unsafe measure.  
 
How can we tell the residents to wears masks when we don’t practice it ourselves? This 
is not safe. After being told again that today's meeting would be in person and that I 
would have to attend (an indoor session with no air filtration, no masks on, people 
speaking from 8 am-5 pm), I discussed with my doctor (we talked about my health and 
my family’s), and he confirmed that this is not safe and for the council to allow me to 
attend virtually. He wrote me a letter to confirm this esp. due to the risks of COVID-19. 
I still have not gotten an answer after 2 days of discussing this doctor's note.  
 
This city continues to treat me differently. It is unfair. However, after an hour talking with 
my healthcare colleagues yesterday, they helped me put science and my family first. It 
is a shame that I am continuously criticized or receiving backlash on socials media, 
newspapers, etc. for having my opinion backed by a doctor who is in science. We know 
why.  
 
Please see the questions I sent in that I would have asked. I also informed them I would 
be watching online, and if there is a vote, I will email or call in with my votes. 
 
Questions: https://www.gerlyadrien.com/budget 
  


